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The Second Sunday of Advent
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WELCOME AND ANNOUCEMENTS

PRELUDE Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming JOHANNES BRAHMS

+LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE The Towne Family

One: We wait for the coming of the Lord with Hope and Peace.

All:  Come, Lord Jesus!

One: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

All:  We wait for you with expectation. Come, Lord Jesus!

+ADVENT HYMN NO. 82 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL

At this time, youth and children who want to participate in hanging the Chrismons on the tree
may exit to the Narthex.

+ LITANY FOR DECORATING THE SANCTUARY

One: On this second Sunday of Advent, we see the sanctuary decorated with symbols that
point us toward the hope we have in Jesus Christ. The greenery, the wreaths, the
poinsettias, the tree, the lights, and the ornaments all have special meaning that remind
us of the coming of the Lord.

All: As we are at work preparing this sanctuary, may God be at work preparing our hearts.
Come, Lord Jesus!

One: We see wreaths of evergreen to signify the eternal reign of Jesus Christ.

All: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. Of the increase of his government and
peace there will be no end.

One: We see poinsettias, known as the Flower of the Holy Night, to signify the star of
Bethlehem.

All: Magi followed a star to Bethlehem so that they might worship the new born Savior.

One: We see a tree, adorned with lights to signify the One who brings light to our darkness,
healing to our brokenness, and peace to all who receive him.

All: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”

One: We hang chrismons: stars, crosses, triangles, the "alpha" and the "omega" to remind us
of the Trinity and the incarnation.

All: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

One: We worship God and give thanks for the blessings of the coming King.

All: Come, Lord Jesus!




+HYMN NoO. 134 Joy to the World! ANTIOCH

+ PASSING THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

TIME FOR CHILDREN TO SHINE Laura Patrick

Following Children’s Time, children ages 2-3K (Wee Church) and 4-5 K ( Children’s Church) will gather
in the narthex with adult leaders and then be led to the Children’s Building. Parents may pick them up
following the service.

ANTHEM Of the Father’s Love Begotten PAUL WOHLGEMUTH
Sanctuary Choir

Of the Father's love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega; He the source, the ending He,
of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, evermore and evermore!

O, that birth forever blessed when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race,
and the babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, evermore and evermore!

O ye heights of heaven, adore him. Angel hosts, his praises sing.
Powers, dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent; every voice in concert ring, evermore and evermore!

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 1:1-17 PEW BIBLE N.T. PAGE 1

One:  The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON The Family History

+ HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates TRURO

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
+ INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FROM THE NICENE CREED(381)

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

One: The Lord be with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
+HYMN NoO. 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN
+ BENEDICTION
+ RESPONSE

We sing together: Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel;

God with us, revealed to us; his name is called Em-man-u-el!

+POSTLUDE From Heaven Above to Earth I Come JOHANN PACHELBEL

¢ Please stand, if able
Leading the service today: Daniel Smoak, Pastor; Lissa Long, Pastor; Sarah Shayban, Music.
11:00 am Livestream at www.wpccharleston.org, YouTube (Westminster Presbyterian Charleston)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI License #2778901

Acolytes are Hadley Boyd and Gracie Fulmer.
Ushers are Carole Russell, Sandy Pell, Janie Daniels, Jack Daniels.
Children’s Church volunteers are Amy Kuenzel and Alissa Ferguson.
Wee Church volunteer is Liliya Davis.



THE SEASON OF ADVENT

ADVENT is the Latin word for “coming.” For Christians it refers to the church season that prepares for the coming
of Jesus Christ as God in human flesh - the incarnation. We celebrate his humble birth, his coming to us now, and
his coming again in glory at the end of time.

The round shape of the Advent Wreath is a symbol of God’s never-ending love for us. The evergreens represent
everlasting life, and the purple candles are for him who comes royally as King of kings and Lord of lords. The pink
candle is for the joy of the season, and in the center of the wreath is the white Christ candle, lit on Christmas Eve.
In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to pray for the
return of the light. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness
into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s
coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, and remembering the
promises of God with prayer.

The Christmas tree is adorned with lights and Chrismons. Lights remind us that Jesus is the light of the world.
Chrismons are symbols that illustrate aspects of the Christian.

WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER

We are delighted you have joined us for worship, and we hope you are encouraged and strengthened in the faith.

New here! Please fill out a Connect Card and place it in the offering plate.
The nursery is available for children 2 and under in the Children’s Building. We’ll gather pertinent information
upon check-in and be able to contact you during the service should a need arise.

Parents who need to step out of the sanctuary for a while to tend to the needs of infants or small children can find
privacy down the hall in the church parlor, family restroom, or in the church nursery.

Worship bags and worship worksheets are available in the narthex for preschool and elementary age children.
Following Time for Children (11:00 only) children age 2-5k (Wee Church and Children’s Church) will gather in the
narthex with adult leaders and then be led to the Children’s Building. Parents may pick them up following the
service.

Hearing devices, magnifying sheets, and large print hymnals are available in the narthex.

If you have a prayer request or questions about faith, life, or being part of the Westminster family, we invite you to
reach out to one of our pastors.

o Pastor Daniel Smoak, 843-872-1001

o Pastor Lissa Long, 843-810-2232
For more information about Westminster or to subscribe to our weekly ENews and email updates visit
www.wpccharleston.org

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO JOIN THE WESTMINSTER FAMILY?

Here’s how you can do it.

1.

4.

Please fill out a Connect Card and place it in the offering plate or you may fill out an online New
Member form under the visitor tab at wpccharleston.org or using the QR code.

One of our Pastors or someone from the Membership Committee will quickly be in touch, providing
an opportunity individually or with a group to learn more about the church.

On a Sunday morning, you'll attend a meeting with the Session for reception into membership. We’'ll handle
paperwork if you're transferring from another church or arrange baptism if you've never been baptized.

That same Sunday morning, you'll be introduced to the congregation during worship.

Questions? Speak with an usher or one of our pastors following the service.

NEW HERE!? MAKE SOME CONNECTIONS AT WESTMINSTER

Connections: An opportunity for those visiting or new who want to meet others and learn more about LIFE at
Westminster. The next Connections Class is January 8, 2023. We meet from 10:00 - 10:40 in Pastor Daniel's
office at the end of the Admin Hall. Kids are welcome or can go to Sunday School/Nursery. Save your spot at the
January 8 Connections class by emailing office@wpccharleston.org.


mailto:office@wpccharleston.org

TODAY WE SHARE THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

All who profess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are invited to share in the sacrament. For those in the Sanctuary,
Elders will distribute the prepared bread and juice cups during the service. As a sign of our unity in Christ, we will partake
together once everyone is served. For those worshiping online, gather juice and bread (or wine or crackers) to participate.
Children are invited to the table provided they've had instruction at home or in Westminster’s worship prep class (1st
grade).

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS IN YOUR INBOX!

Beginning December 1, we're sending out daily devotionals, prepared by some of the Westminster leaders, during the
season of Advent and Christmas. These devotionals are based in Scripture and the lyrics of three hymns: O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel; Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus; and Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. Each devotional will be
delivered via email with a link to the hymn lyric for the day. If you are already on the WPC email list (receiving the
Tuesday/Sunday ENews), you're all set. If you would like to receive the devotionals, please subscribe to the ENews at
wpccharleston.org.

WE'RE GOING TO STUDY MATTHEW!

On Sunday December 4, Pastor Daniel will begin a sermon series on Matthew (We're starting in 1:1 with the genealogy of
Jesus!) During Advent and all through 2023, we’ll be engaged in a verse-by-verse study of the Gospel. If you would like a
special copy of Matthew from The Illuminated Scripture Journal for following along and taking notes, they are available for
you in the narthex. They are a gift for you provided you read it and use it!

THE ANGEL TREE IS IN THE NARTHEX!
The Angel Tree, complete with 125 angels, is in the Narthex! Each angel represents a child in need at Mary Ford Early
Childhood Center. Grab an angel from the tree or donate money in the church office or online at wpccharleston.org. The

youth of the church will have an evening of shopping at Target for these children. All gifts should be returned in a gift bag
by December 11.

AV/SOUND SYSTEM/ LIVESTREAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westminster PC is searching for a team of folks, with knowledge or experience, to help with our weekly AV/Sound

System/ Livestream needs. If you are interested in helping with this ministry, please reach out to Dee Bee Wright at
843.729.7005. Thank you!

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY

Wednesday, December 7 enjoy a delicious supper for adults and children at 6:00 pm in Covenant Hall. Nursery is
available. Join us for fun, food, and fellowship with your church family. Menu is tacos with all the makings, nancho chips,
fajitas with chicken, salad , dessert

SUNDAY SCHOOL DURING ADVENT COME AND JOIN US!

During Advent Pastor Daniel and Pastor Lissa will be leading a four week series on Faith and Film using holiday classics to
discuss Advent theological themes. Film clips will be shown as part of the discussion. The class will be meeting in Covenant
Hall during the Sunday School hour and all are welcome!

Today How the Grinch Stole Christmas
December 11 Bishop's Wife
December 18  Charlie Brown Christmas

4y
REN)
NN
N
7NN
INN=

T

\
JIN
STEWARDSHIP FOR 2023  Seovwe » cust

THANK YOU to those who have already made those commitments for 2023! To date, there are 154 responses totaling
$634,416. Our goal is 100% participation, so if you have not yet turned in your 2023 estimate of giving card (they are
available in the narthex), you may do that by placing it in the offering plate or making your pledge online at

www.wpccharleston.org. Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness!!




THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Sunday, December 4

9:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Sunday School

11:00 am Worship Service
5:00 pm Youth Group, Christmas Party
7:00 pm AA Meeting, Covenant Hall

Monday, December 5

9:50 am 4’s Chapel, Sanctuary
12:00 pm Preschool Dance, Covenant Hall
7:00 pm Scout Troop 79

Tuesday, December 6

6:30 am Toastmasters, Covenant Hall

9:30 am 3’s Chapel Time, Sanctuary
10:00 am Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Office

1:00 pm Staff Christmas Lunch, Covenant Hall— Church Office Closed
7:00 pm Handbell Choir, Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 7

9:00 am Preschool Funnastics, Covenant Hall

6:00 pm Wonderful Wednesday, Covenant Hall, tacos
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir

7:00 pm AA Meeting, Covenant Hall Room 3

Thursday, December 8

9:30 am 3’s Music, Sanctuary
10:00 am 4’s Music, Sanctuary
10:00 am Lowcountry Smocking, Room 4

Friday, December 9

3:00 pm

Piano Recital, Sanctuary

Sunday, December 11

9:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Sunday School

11:00 am Worship Service

12:00 pm Second Sunday Social, Covenant Hall
4:00 pm Club 3, 4, 5, Covenant Hall
5:00 pm Youth Group, Angel Tree Shopping
7:00 pm AA Meeting, Covenant Hall

NEXT WEEK IS SECOND SUNDAY SOCIAL

Please join us following the 11:00 am worship on December 11 in Covenant Hall for lunch and fellowship. Fried
chicken will be provided, please bring a side to share. There will be a basket set out for donations to cover the cost of
the fried chicken. All are welcome!

VIRTUAL FRIENDSHIP REGISTER E
Please let us know you're here by completing the Virtual Friendship Register. Simply scan the QR code with =
your smartphone camera to open or find on our website under the Quick Links, Virtual Friendship Register E
WAYS TO GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Church Pew Envelope: Place cash or check in the Pew Envelope and drop it in the Offering Plate in the Narthex.
Online: Click the “Give Now” button in the top right of our homepage at wpccharleston.org.
Text: Text “charlestonwpc” to 73256. Thank you for giving.
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FROM THE WESTMINSTER PULPIT

Today: The Second Sunday of Advent
Matthew 1:1-17
9:00 & 11:00 am Worship; The Lord’s Supper
Children Hang the Chrismons

December 11: The Third Sunday of Advent
Matthew 1:18-25
9:00 & 11:00 am Worship

December 18: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 am Blue Christmas A special service designed for those who
aren’t feeling so joyful during the holidays.

11:00 am Lessons and Carols A festival of readings and singing that
point us to the Messiah’s birth.

December 24: (Saturday) Christmas Eve
3:00 & 5:00 pm Families & Young Children Two options to attend.
We recreate the nativity with help from the congregation
and all the children who wish to participate. Costumes
provided; it’s wiggly and wonderful.

7:00 pm Carols and Candlelight A more reverent service with
traditional carols, a sermon, and candle lighting.

5:00 and 7:00 pm will both be livestreamed.

December 25: Christmas Morning!
Luke 2:1-20
11:00 am Worship for the whole family Come as you are.
One service only

No Sunday School, Nursery or Children's Church

January 1: New Year’s Day
Matthew 2:1-12
11:00 am Start the New Year with The Lord’s Supper
Come as you are. One service only.
No Sunday School.
Nursery and Children's Church available



JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 32
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With its opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent
season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”). Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to our
present faith as we stand between the past and the future.

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744 HYFRYDOL
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 8.7.8.7.D
(alternate tune: STUTTGART, 83)



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their songs
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While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 93:4-9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah's coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

TEXT: lsaac Watts, 1719, alt,
MUSIC: Attr, George Frederick Handel, 1742;

arr. Lowell Mason, 1826

ANTIOCH
CM with repeat
(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)



JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 93
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Beginning as a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7-10, this text then applies the door imagery to the singer’s heart, and
concludes with the individual’s welcome of the approaching Savior. It is set to a very effective anonymous
18th-century English tune that has served many texts.

TEXT: Georg Weissel, 1642; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863

MUSIC: Musica Sacra, c. 1778

TRURO
LM



Prepare the Way, O Zion 106
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1 Pre - pare the way, O Zi- on, your Christ is draw-ing near!
2 He brings God’s rule, O Zi- on; he comes from heaven a - bove.
3 Fling wide your gates, O Zi - on; your Sav -ior’s rule em - brace,
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Let ev - ery hill and val - ley a lev - el way ap - pear
His rule is peace and free - dom, and jus - tice, truth, and love.

and ti - dings of sal - va - tion pro-claim in ev - ery place.
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Greet One who comes in glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry.
Lift high your praise re-sound-ing, for grace and joy a - bound-ing.

All  lands will bow re - joic - ing, their ad - o-ra - tion voic - ing.
Refrain
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O blest is Christ who came in God’s most ho - ly name.

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This engaging Advent text based on Isaiah 40:3-5 and Psalm 24:7-10 has been in use in the Church of Sweden
for almost two hundred years. It is set to a version of an even older Swedish tune, which in turn seems to be
derived from a German folktune that spread to Scandinavia.

TEXT: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1812, rev. 1819; trans. Augustus Nelson, 1958; BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN
adapt. Charles P. Price, 1980, alt. 7.6.7.6.7.7 with refrain

MUSIC: Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; arr. American Lutheran Hymnal, 1930

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company
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