
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                                  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past               DON MICHAEL DICIE  
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                FROM HEBREWS 12 

         

One: Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 
Mindful of the gifts we receive and confident of the grace the Lord provides, 

All: Let us worship God. 
 

INVOCATION 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 475                Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                NETTLETON 
     
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                                              
                       

Holy God, you promise us a life full of blessing, but we do not always believe. 
You incite us to hope, but we fall back into fear. 
You urge us to give freely, but we cling to what we have. 
You call us to watch at all times for you, but we grow lazy and self-absorbed. 
Forgive us. Increase our hope, enlarge our hearts,  
and keep us alert to the wonders you work in the world every day. 
For the sake of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 
Silent Personal Confession 

                                                         
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE                                    Gloria Patri 
  

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
 Amen, amen.     
                        
SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE                        
  

 One:     The peace of Christ be with you. 
 All:          And also with you.  

 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Order of Worship for April 25, 2021  

 

 In-Person and Online at 11:00 am 
Facebook Live   |  YouTube   | www.wpccharleston.org 



TIME FOR CHILDREN TO SHINE 
 
ANTHEM                                         Song of Hope                                                               CYNTHIA DOBRINSKI 
                                                                Handbell Choir 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                              Nehemiah 1:1-11  
 
SERMON           Return, Rebuild, and Renew: Nehemiah’s Life after Exile   
                                                                             i. Life and Grief 
 
HYMN NO. 415                          Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy                                     RESTORATION 
         
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                      THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.                                        

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER       

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as  it  is in  heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead  us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the  glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION AND SENDING SONG                          Doxology                                  LASST UNS ERFREUEN                                                                         

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   
Praise Him all creatures here below.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

. 
 
POSTLUDE                                            Fanfare                                                                   KENNETH LEIGHTON  
                  
Please stand, if able 

 
Leading the service today:  Daniel Smoak, Pastor; Lissa Long, Pastor; Janie Bruce, Director of Youth and 
Children; Robin Zemp, Music; Meg Dorsel, Livestream. 

 
                                    The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God  
                            and in loving memory of their son, Jerry Seay, by Jim and Shirley Seay. 

 



                                                                        NEHEMIAH 1:1-11 
 

 1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth 
year, as I was in Susa the citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And 
I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And 
they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble 
and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” 
4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and 
praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be 
attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for 
the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against 
you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept 
the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the 
word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the 
peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are in the 
uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to 
make my name dwell there.’ 10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your 
great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to 
the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant 
him mercy in the sight of this man.” Now I was cupbearer to the king.  

 

 

COVID PROTOCOLS FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
When You Arrive  

1. Everyone is required to wear a mask upon entering the church.  If you don’t have a mask, the ushers will have 
plenty available for you and your children (older than 2).  Wearing a mask, along with social distancing, is the best 
way for us to prevent the spread of COVID-19 among our church family, especially given the fact that up to half of 
all people who have the virus don’t feel or display any symptoms. 

2. Hand sanitizer will be available and should be used upon entering. 
3. In the sanctuary, every other pew will be roped off and closed to provide as much social distancing as possible. In 

order to minimize touch contamination, please pick up your own bulletin from the narthex table. 
4. Ushers will guide you and your family to a properly distanced seat, starting with the front of the sanctuary. Please 

graciously allow them to do so in order to maintain social distancing while safely maximizing occupancy. 
5.   All restrooms will be open for use, one at a time please. 

 

During the Service 
1. During time for children, the children will remain with their family and not gather on the chancel steps. 
2. Offering plates will be at the entrances/exits to receive your offering. 
3. Please keep your mask on through the entire worship service.  
4. If you have young children, this may be their first time back in the sanctuary in a long time.  You may be worried 

about how they will behave, if they will make too much noise, or if they will be too wiggly.  Please don’t worry at 
all!  We welcome the signs of life- especially after going so long without it!  Please note: we won’t have the worship 
bags (with crayons and coloring pages) available for children, but you are welcome to bring things from home. 

 

                                                                          After the Service Ends 
1. The ushers will dismiss the congregation by row from the side aisles, beginning at the rear of the sanctuary, in 

order to keep us distanced as we exit. 
2. Please place your used bulletins in the recycling baskets at each exit or take them home with you. Please do not 

leave them on the pews. 
 



RETURN, REBUILD, AND RENEW WITH WESTMINSTER 
This spring as part of the Sermon Series from Nehemiah, we invite you as a congregation to Return, Rebuild, and 
Renew with Westminster. As you feel more comfortable and as more events and opportunities become available, we 
welcome you to return to a new normal at Westminster, to rebuild that relationship and foundation with God 
through discipleship as a present congregation, and to renew your faith through worship and fellowship opportunities 
that will continue to evolve, change and grow. 
 

As simple as the children's rhyme… 
Here is the church, here is the steeple,  
open the doors and here are ALL the people.  
We hope to ALL return, rebuild and renew together soon. 
 

Please fill out the Serve Faithfully Form below, to sign up for the volunteer opportunities the church is hoping to 
utilize as we continue to Return, Rebuild, and Renew at Westminster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serve Faithfully Form 

 

In an effort to resume a new normal at Westminster, we are gathering information for volunteers as 
opportunities and events become available. Even if you have volunteered in the past, we would like you to 
still fill out the form. 
 

1. First and Last Name _______________________________________________________ 
 

2. If volunteering as an acolyte, child's name(s) ___________________________________ 
 

3. Phone Number ___________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Email __________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Worship Volunteer Opportunities 
Check all that apply. 
 

 _____ Children’s Church (11 a.m. Worship) 

_____ Acolytes (11 a.m. Worship) 

_____ Ushers for Early Service (we will train for COVID protocols) 

_____ Ushers for 11 a.m. Worship (we will train for COVID protocols) 

_____ Early Service Special Music 
 

6. Additional Volunteer Opportunities 
Check all that apply. 
 

 _____ Vacation Bible School (July 12-16) 

 _____ Office Volunteers (Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) 

_____ Food Pantry Bag Packers 
 
 
 





 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER 

For more information about Westminster or to subscribe to our weekly ENews and email updates visit our website at  
www.wpccharleston.org 
 
VIRTUAL FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 

Please let us know you're here by completing the Virtual Friendship Register. Simply scan the QR code 
with your smartphone camera to open or find on our website under the Quick Links, Virtual Friendship 
Register. 
 
FROM THE WESTMINSTER PULPIT 
Return, Rebuild, and Renew: Nehemiah’s Life after Exile  
The Israelites had experienced a terrible time: the destruction of Jerusalem and the sacred temple, deportation to 
Babylon, and life as exiles among their enemies.  But now they were permitted to come back to the ruins of their sacred 
city.  It is time to Return, Rebuild, and Renew, learning about a new life prepared for them by God.  Nehemiah is a 
book about life and rebuilding after exile: perfect for us as we climb back from the Covid pandemic. 

  

Today   Nehemiah 1:1-11 Life and Grief 
May 2  Nehemiah 2:1-20 Life and Planning 
May 9   Nehemiah 3:1-32 Life and Building 
May 16  Nehemiah 4:1-23 Life and Persistence 
May 23   Nehemiah 5:1-19 Life and Justice 
May 30   Nehemiah 8:1-18 Life and Rejoicing 
June 6   Nehemiah 9:1-31 Life and Confession 
June 13  Nehemiah 10  Life and Renewal 
June 20  Nehemiah 12 & 13 Life and Patterns 

 
 
JOIN US FOR DISCIPLESHIP! 
 

CHILDREN - Join us in Sunday School Zoom at 9:00 am. Meeting ID: 867 718 0847  Passcode: 1776 
 

YOUTH - Check your emails! Mrs. Janie has a great schedule planned for Middle School and High Schoolers.  If 
you haven’t received an email, please let the Church Office know.  
 

ADULTS— 
Today we began a new study called “Meeting the Spirit” facilitated by Pastor Daniel, Pastor Lissa, and Lindy 
Coleman.  Join us on Sunday mornings 9:00—9:45 am on Zoom.  
  

•  Meeting ID: 856 1961 4490 
•  Passcode: 12345 
•  Dial in by phone: 646-558-8656 

 
 
 

http://www.westminstercharleston.org


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
1157 Sam Rittenberg Boulevard, Charleston, SC 29407 

www.wpccharleston.org     (843) 766-8311 
 

Rev. Dr. Daniel L. Smoak, Pastor, dsmoak@wpccharleston.org 
Rev. Lissa Long, Associate Pastor, mlong@wpccharleston.org 

Mr. Robin Zemp, Director of Music, rzemp@wpccharleston.org 
Mrs. Janie Bruce, Director of Children and Youth Ministries, jbruce@wpccharleston.org 

Mrs. Nita Rushton, Office Administrator, office@wpccharleston.org 
Mrs. Tommye Owen, Financial Administrator,  finance@wpccharleston.org 

Mrs. Alicia Crosby, Preschool Director, preschool@wpccharleston.org 
Mrs. Meg Dorsel, Communications Coordinator, mdorsel@wpccharleston.org 

 

Friend of the Week 
Robbie Yarnall 
1565 N. Pinebark Lane 
Charleston, SC  29407 

WESTMINSTER SESSION      

Church Family 
Tyler and Abbie Mobley 
    Jack, Henry 
David and Ann Morris 

Mission of the Week 
Russian Church Partnership 
Church of Transfiguration 
Perm, Russia 

Class of 2023 
Matthew Akery 
David Boyd 
Earl Frasier 
Brenda Gibson 
Tim Platts 
Nathan Ward 

Class of 2021 
Allyn Bruce 
John Dounian  
Norman Hook 
Dale Norman 
Michael Patrick 
Paul Patrick 

Class of 2022 
Nancy Dixon 
Sandra Pell 
Kendall Ramsay 
Carole Russell 
Nathan Snider 
Graham Wade 

Clerk - Priscilla Holtzclaw                Assistant Clerk - Carole Russell 
Treasurer - Doug Earnst                  Assistant Treasurer - Patty Stokes 

Westminster Prays 

Carol Cummings 
Bill Myers 
Dart Willer 
Bill Pennekamp 
Kate Pennekamp 
Sara McCoy 
Love Moody 
Karen Dangerfield 
Lisa Wilcox 
Harold Fountain 
Holli Hughes 
Fran Ligon 
Nancy Plowden 
Gary Brooks 
Steve Buddin 
Rosa Oswald 
 

Meg Powell 
Keith Gordon 
Shirley Seay 
Larry Salley 
John Ligon 
Dot Dangerfield 
Lydia Crosby 
David Morris IV 
Brian Carlow 
Frances McLean 
David Kerr 
Sharon Hutchinson 
Harper Croft 
Deb Sloan 
Bob Ferguson 
Clif Green 

Summer Garris 
Mary Ashley Barbot 
Doris Fox 
Joyce Aydlett 
Daryn Baker 
Curtis Sponseller 
Sean Fitzgibbon 
Thom Penney 
Nikolai Fruth 
Allan Scott 
Mary Martschink 
David Wiggins 
Jamie Brooks 
Ginger Greene 
Hanger Family 
Allene Buddin 

Andria Sanchez Freeman 
Chrissie Bosworth 
Ginger Siefring 
Martin Davis 
Kevin Ritzel 
Gloria Underhill 
Jeff Bryant 
Barbara Johnston 
Michael Morgan 
Lydia Howell 
Lee Zack 
Joye and Kurt Teachman 
Nita Rodemann 
Jean Isbell 
Will  Kuenzel 
Jack Watson 

College Student  
Abby Grace McLaughlin 
42 Norview Drive 
Charleston,  SC 29407 
 


